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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Adds firefighters, emergency medical technician-paramedics, 
and emergency medical technicians to the persons who may request a blood test of an arrested 
individual to check for the presence of hepatitis B virus or HIV/AIDS virus, if while in the 
course of duty, the person has been exposed to the arrestee’s blood or bodily fluids.  
 
 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

 NOT SIGNIFICANT*   
 
 Assumptions: 

 

• The blood tests will be administered at a licensed health care facility. 

• The cost for the blood test will be paid for by the county or municipal agency that 
employs the firefighter, emergency medical technician-paramedic, or emergency 
medical technician. 

• According to the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI), the cost of a blood test is on 
average $300 per test. 

• According to TBI, it received two requests for these types of blood tests in 2007 and 
2008 combined, but received no requests in either 2009 or 2010. 

• Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 68-10-117, emergency medical workers may request an 
evaluation from an individual if, while in the course of duty, believes he or she may 
have been exposed to a potentially life-threatening airborne or bloodborne disease. 
Section 117 specifically names fire fighters, emergency medical technicians, paramedics 
among the categories of individuals who may request testing.  Because the authority to 
test such individuals currently exists, the provisions of this bill will not significantly 
affect local governments. 

• The number of requests by firefighters, emergency medical technicians-paramedics, or 
emergency medical technicians for testing of arrested individuals will be not significant.  

 
*Article II, Section 24 of the Tennessee Constitution provides that:  No law of general application shall impose increased 
expenditure requirements on cities or counties unless the General Assembly shall provide that the state share in the cost. 
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CERTIFICATION: 

 

 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

        
James W. White, Executive Director 
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